
HERTFORDSHIRE
Albury Churchyard: Yews with known planting dates in the 1850s.
Ashwell Churchyard: Yew with known planting date of 1718, planted to mark the 

place where “John Larken would later be buried.”
Brent Pelham A story of legend tells of a giant, Piers Shonks, who lived on an island in 

Shonk’s Moat, Peppsall Field.  The dragon he slew had a lair beneath a 
yew in Great Peppsall Field. Since the moat and fields exist, is it possible 
that there might be an old yew there as well? 

Hexton Dark yews surround the church.
Hunstonbury 
Copthall

5m girthed yew in grounds of private house.  I have not been able to find 
this location, though there is a Hursdonbury, near Ware.

Hyde Hall A circle of yews somewhere along the drive.
Shenley Hill 120-150 yews – house and gardens now owned by business, so not sure of 

access.
St Albans       17ft girthed yew at St Michael’s church – Roman Forum site.  Other 

descriptions are: “When you get to the Abbey turn right and walk round it 
with the building to your left. Follow the path round the Chapter House 
and continue walking past a large old Yew Tree.” Another states:”In 
Sumpter Yard by the Abbey, you can see an extremely old yew.” 

Throcking Spreading churchyard yew
Wall Hall 
Ampitheatre

Wall Hall College is near Radlett. 60/70 yews girthing 8 to 11ft. At the lip 
of the basin the largest with a girth of about 14ft. 

Woodland sites The following may have yews: Box Lane, near Boxmoor Hill, Hemel 
Hampstead, Ramacre Wood, Hanging Wood, Hay Wood, Bury Wood. 


