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Regular visitors to our website (www.ancient-yew.org) will have noticed the addition of two new headings:
Church of England and Church in Wales. This is an acknowledgement that the majority of Britain’s oldest
yews grow in their churchyards. The combination of an ancient building alongside an ancient tree at a
sacred site exists in very few countries of the world, with Shinto shrines in Japan perhaps providing the
closest parallel.
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It is evident that the yew has been recognised as intrinsic to sacred sites in
many cultures across the world and across time, right up to the present
day as yews continue to be planted in our churchyards. It is a happy
circumstance that many of the earliest plantings in consecrated ground

have thrived and stand witness to millennia of Christian endeavour and
worship.

www.ancient-yew.org

is hosted and supported

by the Tree Register and
its members

Our two new web pages mark the next step in bringing together all of the available information about our
oldest churchyard yews. It is in a durable format, and gives each Diocesan Advisory Committee access to a
iist of the most important trees in their care. During the coming months it is hoped to publish on these web
pages all available information of every known English and Welsh churchyard yew with a likely age of 500
years and above. At the moment this stands at 831 trees in 625 churchyards.

It is hoped that the recognition we have given to the Church of England and the Church in Wales as
custodians of these ancient and veteran yews will enable appropriate measures to be taken to ensure the
survival of trees whose ‘remarkable powers of regeneration give them the stamp of immortality’. (Bellamy —
2007 from Hageneder’'s Yew: A History).



