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Taxus baccata L.
Yew Ywen

Al though Yew is frequent throughout tahned |goaw!daenndss
has obviously been plant edwhdrud iatl sios i o ehverd@ lessi
n a

unl i kely to ©be tmag Iicrovehse abluntyheséheccurre
approaching a Yew wood. Salter (1935) wrote: " (C
maybe i1t has increased in hedges and wadloedesn sriencco
Many ancient and i mpressive tretlsanocicur Normrdo reff
graveyards where the Yewsgstidi dathae'r.e aMestangf tah e
outstandingly | arge, trees. I'n tkedrurchlyawidngrae
i n al phabetcal order of siees, afoahgwed ubgerot h
di scussed the postshiebslee targeeess afn stchme immft roduct on.
stmul atng efect on the i maginaton, and the Caed¢i
have inspired conjecture and poetry over the | as
Churchyard Yews:

EglwysFachS N6 8 5955 .

The westernmost and tbheggemsur ol itd
372cm girth in 1992,

Eglwys Newydd or Hafod SN7 6 8 7 3 7 . There are six Yews 188Be bei

chancel, 309cm (at narrowest point); S of chanc
(at ground | evel )whiwah hwerweo 404 nkm arbdbv4e30cm gi
four treesvsgggdegtongilyat this | ast pair represents
were probably planted at about the sam20t me, per
Gartheli SN586 56 7. Evans (1903) wrote edfghttreiesstbhuecreah
was in ruins, so much sdoadet ccolde mnnszwidt aml @ tf, o r:
i n the graveyard under the wide branches of the
tree, on a walled mound SE of the chancel, was 3
1985, when a piece of the hollow trunk 6c¢cm thick
was planted SSW of the porch in 1985.

Lampeter SN5 7548 3. Fenton (1917) wrote in 1804 that

old yew trees", and Meyricwagl8pOepnwroktlkey toappl
yew." Smith (1878ewi sheedrehet ¥bwsthahdosaid t|
si ze, but hardly comparable with others i nf otohtep aF
from the town. When | visited 1it, al | the | ower
&c . , reminding the spectCaotronri shf (He&att6h e nmefnd tosnls w
There are now 14 substantal trees in the churchy
a rotwhrode S of the church nave, a f emoaslite ,t r4e9%7 chn
path near the S gate, a mal e, wagi r3dt2Zltbc(matgi Tmhu g
2006 . It I'Ss curious tKHaws'Smashseeatahnedt badly 4t
measured above.



LlanafanS N6 85 7 2 1. Meyrick (1810) wrote thathi"An[ avae
from the entr aynacred .o'f Itth ewacsh Use ¢l r tvihhed er Bhe rcsefnat Bubr 3y

the church as "hidodeénfmesa dooevt hyewormeag an a
grassy mounds; one of them measures over fve vy,
avenue of ten yews |l eads directly to this [sout
ot her-tyheewsages of which caant dredi ¢ v wtl edyulay decamtsu rc
graves in this secl(udedd) Gank'ng omaedet'he Rewni gh A
tme) repofrnemgyéwe’tyhere. Evans's two yews r é¢mai
Bonsall graves E of the church that in 1978 was
having 98 annual rtimwgrsked hfeemalheert riese aomud tmound
is all one tgneeh wds soiT50emel and 8m tall 1in 20
tbe relics of the avenue, a male S of the nave a
8m tall, in 2005, and rle/slerc tgveltyh. and 7m tall in
Llanbadarn Fawr SN5998 1 0 . In 1985 there were 323&@wm g¢inr

perhaps planted at abouwthatrlaec tseameu ntingeu eandr dgihvei ncg
felled that pkPawn Aoawbhen @82, and its solid tr
t hoenly dated Yew in the county. The three bigges
the path 28m W of the SE I-madtgattregee maNW, of34t0lkcen «
and one S of thel pyahdat2é,m \Wemdl @ he3 ISEcm girth.

Llandre or Llanfihangel-geneu'r-glyn SN6 2 386 9 . Lees (1878) i n discuss
Wal e s, especially near the coast, this division
aged Yew in the chweokyaglgnpf Chtdngahsahigeeé, S h
t welve distnctly separated pieces to the ground,

this tree now are three trunks on a slight moun
tree, must represent -la 2f0drcmergitrgs WP WVW)2®OT0 Db  tAOLDB D O
supports thnetvimppopsbubl etthat Lees's twelve tru
ring, or thatpltamey dweme ghwmwch oget her toufhlkr ml nn
| argest and only satsfactorily measurable trunk
Foundaton put a plaque Ry OtOlDe yteraeges, est matng its
LlanerchaeronSN4 77 6 0 3 . There are four siZbaebbeet Nees$
the church was 430cm girth and 14m tall; the one

one S of the Wwafnd2058cmhegi cthurcat the base) and
414cm girth (at the base) and 9m tall

Llanfair ClydogauSN6 255 1 3:-TurHer sf( 41910 3) d egEes
"al most overtopped by the br ancEE
yar ds-7 3[06ca4®] r cumf er ence, built
masonry." Thisufremaheaetdr &g, i $6
healt h, was 693cm giamtdh 7Qd&tc mt lif &
2004 (and 774cm girth at twé&)m, u
the greatest girth of any singl
heavy snow broke many of the ©br
| ocal bl acksmith who reputedly
have.

The Ll anfair Clydogau



Llanfihangel-y-Creuddyn SN6 6 576 0. Two of the six Yews here, bc
church was 483cm girth (andstohe odreef)W anhdt Ad mpo
l evel ) and_ 13swimalal | ¢ Irs hdgQosedd. thirdeer edt t he NE cor ne
Gar GemiSfsAE (lsdeldSN#llso t h¢ asredenes,t bel 6wy s

mai ns of

Llanfihangel Ystrad ( Yst r ad Aeron) SN524562. The e

tr k and vig
a
n

r
cient lof davwmgments of the original un
ence of what wasipgésumalink,ondbesa& rem
tree omec®et have been among the biggest I

i ns wer e
trhger ocwoi un

vigorously, are ESE of the church.
Llangeitho SN6 216 0 1 . One of the best groupsted ffews tm
AyiSNlel fgh rth at 3f. up 426@cimei g6m, (OHoQ!l awl | ol
purposes"; "4B®BIlclmow"L7mM26¢cm, 16 m, "Hol Il ow",; 4 8 8
ground. " Evans (1903) independentlyymawstodédeyt a
girth, so much so that | wobkddenhblbuse wrouhkdobroan
ton of coals is8as&ept ftbe therwhht&his too, wi t h
which fourishes, with its comrade i n Ipdxwrei awvhea
have braved the storms of mamyl icent uarnide swh'e nL onmeea
NE tree, 484cm girth (at 15cm up) or 551cm girt
W tree, 5(8a2tc nB Ogcinr tuhp ) , mal e; SW tree, 448cm, ma |
decades untl ¢.1990 it had a door fted and was u
The 4 Llangeltho Yews in 1999 © Tim
LlangopedmorSN1 99457 . Vaughan (1926), r e mMeershcerriibrnegd hihse
of i mmense age and girthstliin gthendodp,ena crhallre htyrag &
(at the base) and 16m tall in 2005.

SilianSN571512. Three separate trunlkpg esumabdlyi gthte m
gle tree that would have been at | east 780cm gir



Strata FloridaorYstrad flurSN746 658. There are i WNewmenmralklseimne
because Dafydd ap GwilymValtehe wheadiesd iipmedabod
been buried hereonthedmporaarywew.GrHifsadd Gryg, wr ot
above afawkd' ¢ he frst verse of which reads (wit|

t &
[

Yr ywen i oreuwas,

Ger mur Ystrad Ffur a'i phl as;
Da Duw wrthyd, gwynfyd gwydd,
Dy dyfu yn dy Dafydd.

Dafydd gwedi dy dyfu

A'"th wnaeth o'i fabol aeth fu.

[ At Ystrad Ffur, beside the hall,

There grows a yew against the wall

God bless the yew, for it is bliss

To be the house where Dafydd i s;

So much of fame the yew tree has

From that great beauty which his youth was.|]

Leland in his-1i5t3Me rraernyar &kfe dWalne st hien g %36 s
"ln it be xxxi x. great hue trees" (Smith 1
wn, writng that "Four an t wenty yew-nt mees
but afnelwtmremaitmnh says, t

X o =

d
hat Davydd ab Gwy

s

Iy

ned with obviowmisneegi sht thaw t'Tdest hseeny by

be seen |like the | ast of a once fourishi

ence of the papneaerdt t"heGaersgppd aBomr oW (t 8
I t

3
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c
h es" li nwolwl5dd ogwirvoet esomet hi ng, sai d 1,
Ab ilegysm That, however, i's a secret thdatr eo whn
just by the northern wallwahiachmei af at wa tsi
pecies, which satpopoedariend tthoe bceh utrhceh yoalrdde s ta nc
i's is plha&nttadeoveratAbwaGwi | ym's grave, and
a it atentvely, and thought that there
e benison of Grufydd Gryg had not ha:
e of wind had spliten of a considera
ng andadl whhimi @agandhepectheal ... Taking
t ffgrom Grufydd Gryg, wi t h  whaicccho mMmoldlac
t present circumstances ..." There

~+ O

f he churwdh,h mbtwedd gbamophye,al D4 5 & mfe
,parhtatofi st td eairt yumuetence of a once
o 'ttreentaiaryl,y l22el l ed as such df usdwaert:
l' y though, perhaps because | ess of B
known as Daf ydwe'nst,onwi tahnda i pll ague atad
Thi smgear eambemdl encl esed lay a mort
| arge fragments of one holl ow
gi nal trunk i ng,; Myt apabvat
[ boughstwemeilho
heawmai set¢ctr amk
thick had 83,
207 rings. |t
e r at Tall ey 1in
ps have been writen



Trefilan SN54957 1. The "venerable yYeawheme(tl®®O&8¢ amhdse
540cm girth and 13m tall i h6m9BA| |l 5BAc@0@bBrt bon( a
along with a mudhthesmalulrerh.one NW of

Trees outside churchyards:

Dyficatchment. A stri king | ahdmadknes ShEOBBPE8A6 mal a Ye
1974 (PFWB@wa2 0 (1974)) as being "fve feet [ 1. 51
some three feet wide inclini-2a@° awagvérymshoet cala
folhadebesmorsahaed. " I n 2001 it was 4m |tomigs ainndh ol
site for a Il arge Icofl obByl ®dfISNIled Garden Snai l

Wallogcatchment. Ther e i s a group of fve tree€obdg Wakl dor
1985 -gBAPB) the |l argest c¢cJBWOcm girth in 1997 (AO
Clarach catchment. Wi | | i ams (1866) fanciful IPenwthgtne of " The.l
valley a farm called Cwmbwa, on which are found
This wil/| i n faormdadsr e« add ®eguibtei ng so well prot e
known the yew tree furnished bows for the ancien
" ' Cae Ywen' [c. SN647838] oedd yr enw |l afar ar

cofo coeden ywen yn tyfuhwm mbcn aun goor gl ohdydn nayu '
fynwenWmfr Se@2004) for evidence suggesthegntparay o

name (Y Bwa bach, ment oned by OBdnfeyachd ng@gp aGwiolwy. m)l
her e.

Aeroncatchment. The fnedurwobygard Yew i n t hehecdoguen tbye tiwse ean
Pantybeudy, LIl angeitho, SWH6i3d00 6i0s7 7n a mendd "t Qiaee rf eY w
the Llanfair ClBdefaesanttes!| §NdOVEwWi it was measu
1978 and 1998, and 554cm girth (at tyheew.margr)o vaensdt
have been anciently pollarded at 2m up.

I n a square walled enclosure in the village sque
a former single tree planted "some years ago by
of the forme(rEvcampseI19CG)vx’Bynfsl

ee also Wmfre 2004 p. 6

The Pantybeudy Yew in 2005 © Tim Hi

Teificatchment. That t her e was onfcaewra, bTrge g auavansafadlcA 808, |
formist associatonsl, | yiSa aét e3sIRIRARIPPHNEING 0 3$. Hamgs ot
writng in 1900 to the efect that 120 years ear/l.i
|l i shed by Vavasor Powell (presumably on one of h
and that " Mae ywen wrth dalcen yrmuihreln" -adiardf §IAI9
perhaps implies that theh&edwawaswhoadrerravasaoar Pow
the Baptst Chapel wméarArtgmedyewas does Rees (193¢
t hssur mi ses concerning the ruinous walls at Argoe
pile, seemed to express grMihengeg!l ateThdbouur seahdsestlt
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